WINTERIZING YOUR HOME

Whether you reside in, are buying, or selling a aBpm

you should have a professional home inspectioropadd.

A home inspection will look at the systems that makup the building such as:
e Structural elements, foundation, framing etc
e Plumbing systems
* Roofing
* Electrical systems
» Cosmetic condition, paint, siding etc

If you are buying a home, you need to know exaatiyat you are getting. A home inspection, perforrogdc
professional home inspector, will reveal any hidgeoblems with the home so that they may be adddess
BEFORE the deal is closed. You should require apention at the time you make a formal offer. Makees
the contract has an inspection contingency. Thée, your own inspector and pay close attentionhe t
inspection report. If you aren't comfortable withat he finds, you should kill the deal.

Likewise, if you are selling a home, you want t@Wnabout such potential hidden problems before yause
goes on the market. Almost all contracts inclugedbndition that the contract is contingent upomgletion of
a satisfactory inspection. And most buyers are ggdm insist that the inspection be a professior@h
inspection, usually by an inspector they hirehd buyer's inspector finds a problem, it can calisédbuyer to
get cold feet and the deal can often fall throughbest, surprise problems uncovered by the buyessector
will cause delays in closing, and usually you \Waive to pay for repairs at the last minute, or takawer price
on your home.

It's better to pay for your own inspection befordtipng your home on the market. Find out about liggen
problems and correct them in advance. Otherwise,cam count on the buyer's inspector finding thatthe
worst possible time. Old Man Winter is settlingfan a long chilly season. Before the temperatuipstab far
south, follow these simple guidelines to wintelypeir home and save money on utilities.

Inside Your Home

» Have your furnace system serviced to ensure itiking efficiently, is not a combustion hazard and
IS not emitting carbon monoxide or other toxic fume

» Clean permanent furnace filters and replace papeisposable filters monthly.
* Replace the batteries in smoke and carbon monabateetors.

* If you have a wood stove or fireplace, have youmeley swept thoroughly. It should be inspected
and cleaned seasonally

 Check your water heater for leaks and maintain @roemperature setting (120 degrees is
recommended by Department of Energy). On older miaaters with less insulation, for every 10
degrees Fahrenheit you lower the temperature, o& 6 percent of your water heating energy.



Check the attic to see if insulation needs to leddr replaced. This is the most significant afea
heat loss in many homes, so it is also importangée® that it has proper ventilation. Inadequate
ventilation could lead to premature deterioratidbthe insulation materials or roof systems damage.
You may also need to check insulation in exteriallsy crawl spaces and along foundation walls.

Check all windows and doors for air leaks. Inssairm windows and putty, caulk or add weather
stripping as needed.

Check basement and cellars for seal cracks or ieakalls and floor.
Make sure all vents are clean and operating prgperl

Clean and vacuum baseboard heaters, heating dutiseats.
Remove or winterize air conditioning units.

Outside Your Home

Store or cover outdoor furniture, toys and grill.

Purchase rock salt for melting snow and a shovedn@w blower if you don't already have one.
Make sure you have the right kind of gas and oilhand for your snow blower in the case of an
unexpected snowstorm.

Caulk joints and minor cracks on exterior walls arding.

Look for deteriorating finishes. Minor problems che patched to preserve the wood. Put bigger
jobs, such as scraping and refinishing paintedtainad areas, on the calendar for next spring or
early summer.

Drain and shut off sprinkler systems and otherrgxtevater lines to avoid frozen and broken pipes.
Leave all taps slightly open.

Insulate exterior spigots and other pipes thasalgect to freezing but can't be drained or shiut of
Rake and compost leaves and garden debris, oup@broyard-waste pickup.
Clean storm drains, gutters and other drain pipes.

Check the foundation for proper drainage. To deg,thpray yard with a hose to see if water runs
away from the house. A little shoveling to reshépe earth next to the house may make the water
run away from the foundation.

Make sure dirt or piles of wood don't come into teah with or touch siding, inviting termites and
carpenter ants into the house.

Seal driveway and walkway cracks, if needed, befooeind freezes regularly.
Inspect the roof for loose, damaged or missinggqsec
Check attic vent openings for nests or other blgeka



Seven Clean Sweeps for Fireplaces

With natural gas and propane prices continuingse, you'll likely be looking to the old fireplatieis winter to
help cut your home-heating bills. But before yoar&pup the logs, take heed that fireplaces and éys are
involved in 42 percent of all home-heating fires. fi8st make sure yours is up to snuff by followitlge seven
safety tips below.

1. Hire a chimney sweepThe National Fire Protection Association recomnsetitht chimneys be swept at
least once a year at the beginning of the winteetove soot and debris. Find a certified sweeyour area
via the_Chimney Safety Institute of America

2. Check for damage.In addition to cleaning, a chimney sweep shoukpétt the chimney structure for
cracks, loose bricks, or missing mortar. Chimnaegné should also be checked for cracking or deteromn.

3. Cap the chimney.A cap fitted with wire-mesh sides covers the téghe chimney and keeps rain, birds,
squirrels, and debris from entering. Replace oairegpcap that's missing or damaged.

4. Burn seasoned hardwood<Choose dense wood, such as oak, that's beerasglistored in a high and dry
place for at least six months. Green wood and oesiisoftwoods like pine produce more creosotegrarfiable
by-product of combustion that can build up in thermey.

5. Don't overload. Small fires generate less smoke, thus less credsidup. Also, a fire that's too large or too
hot can crack the chimney.

6. Build it right. Place logs at the rear of the fireplace on a ngtate. Use kindling, rather than flammable
liquids, to start the fire.

7. Use a spark guardPrevent errant embers from shooting out of thebbx with a mesh metal screen or glass
fireplace doors. A guard in front of an open flaimespecially important when the room is unoccupied

We strongly encourage you to accompany the inspestiothat you may ask questions and gain a better
understanding of the systems in the home.

If you have any questions, or are interested in @hgr services, please contact us so we may &isous
specific needs.
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