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 Not your average Home Inspector: 

Home Inspections since 1997                             
- Residential and Commercial 
30 years plus experience in general contracting 
and renovations 
15 plus years as a real estate investor 
70+ page highly detailed user friendly PDF reports 
emailed directly to client within 24 hours 
W.E.T.T. Certified - #9247 
IAC2 - Mould Certified - #IAC2-02-0740  
Carson Dunlop Graduate 
We carry Errors and Omissions/liability insurance 
Technical teacher/mentor to new home inspectors 
Member of the InterNational Association of 
Certified Home Inspectors 

 

 

Household Hazards 
Algae: Microorganisms that may grow to colonies in damp environments, 
including certain rooftops. They can discolor shingles. Often described as 
"fungus." 

Alligatoring: A condition of paint or aged asphalt brought about by the loss 
of volatile oils and the oxidation caused by solar radiation. Causes a coarse 
checking pattern characterized by a slipping of the new paint coating over 
the old coating to the extent that the old coating can be seen through the 
fissures. "Alligatoring" produces a pattern of cracks resembling an alligator 
hide and is ultimately the result of the limited tolerance of paint or asphalt to 
thermal expansion or contraction. 

Asbestos: A common form of magnesium silicate which was used in 
various construction products due to its stability and resistance to fire. 
Asbestos exposure (caused by inhaling loose asbestos fibers) is associated 
with various forms of lung disease. The name given to certain inorganic 
minerals when they occur in fibrous form. Though fire-resistant, it’s 
extremely fine fibers are easily inhaled, and exposure to them over a period 
of years has been linked to cancers of the lung or lung-cavity lining and to 
asbestosis severe lung impairment. A naturally occurring mineral fiber 
sometimes found in older homes. It is hazardous to your health when a 
possibility exists of exposure to inhalable fibers. Homeowners should be 
alert for friable (readily crumbled, brittle) asbestos and always seek 
professional advice in dealing with it. 
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Southern Ontario's Home Inspector Choice - Home 

Inspections in: Hamilton, Ancaster, Binbrook, Brantford, Burlington, 
Caledonia, Cambridge, Cayuga, Dundas, Dunnville, Flamborough, 
Guelph, Kitchener, Milton, Oakville, Stoney Creek, Waterdown, 
Winona and surrounding areas  

 

Real Estate Marketing Tools 
 

FREE DOWNLOADABLE FILES 
  

These files are absolutely free to download, print and 
distribute to all your friends, family and clients.  
  
These and more can be found by visiting: 
http://www.affordablehomeinspections.ca 

  
Cost Estimates - Home repairs 
Sell Your Home for More 
450 Ideas to Sell Your Home 
3 Critical Mistakes 
Know Your Inspector 
10 Tips to Speed up Your Home Inspection 
223 Page – Home Closing Checklist 
Home Care Guide 
Home Closing Costs 

professional advice in dealing with it. 

Bleeding: The migration of a liquid to the surface of a component or 
into/onto an adjacent material. 

Blister: An enclosed raised spot evident on the surface of a building. They 
are mainly caused by the expansion of trapped air, water vapor, moisture or 
other gases. 

Blue Stain: A bluish or grayish discoloration of the sapwood caused the 
growth of certain mold like fungi on the surface and in the interior of a 
piece, made possible by the same conditions that favor the growth of other 
fungi. 

Bubbling: In glazing, open or closed pockets in a sealant caused by release, 
production or expansion of gasses. 

Buckling: The bending of a building material as a result of wear and tear or 
contact with a substance such as water. 

Carbon Monoxide: CO. A colorless, odorless, highly poisonous gas 
formed by the incomplete combustion of carbon. 

Cohesive Failure: Internal splitting of a compound resulting from over-
stressing of the compound. 

Condensation: Water condensing on walls, ceiling and pipes. Normal in 
areas of high humidity, usually controlled by ventilation or a dehumidifier. 

Corrosion: The deterioration of metal by chemical or electrochemical 
reaction resulting from exposure to weathering, moisture, chemicals or other 
agents or media. 

Crater: Pit in the surface of concrete resulting from cracking of the mortar 
due to expansive forces associated with a particle of unsound aggregate or a 
contaminating material, such as wood or glass. 

Crazing: A series of hairline cracks in the surface of weathered materials, 
having a web-like appearance. Also, hairline cracks in pre-finished metals 
caused by bending or forming (see Brake Metal). 

Cupping: A type of warping that causes boards to curl up at their edges. 

Dampproofing: A process used on concrete, masonry or stone surfaces to 
repel water, the main purpose of which is to prevent the coated surface from 
absorbing rain water while still permitting moisture vapor to escape from the 
structure. (Moisture vapor readily penetrates coatings of this type.) 
"Dampproofing" generally applies to surfaces above grade; "waterproofing" 
generally applies to surfaces below grade. 
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Home Closing Costs 
  
 

Helpful Hint:  
Helping your clients save a few dollar by referring low 
priced home inspectors or inspectors who offer 
discounts can end up costing your clients thousands in 
the long run. These inspectors usually work part time 
or are inexperienced and new to the field. By spending 
a few extra dollars on a more professional, 
experienced inspector you are not only  helping protect 
your client, but they will be in a better state  mind they 
are in a better position to refer or use you again.  
  
Please feel free share this newsletter with friends. To 
subscribe, simply send me an email with your name to 
Al@affordablehomeinspections.ca. 
 
 
BNI - RBG Professionals Roster                                                 
- More info on how to join call Gavin Rouble at 905-864-1110 
Members  

 

Gavin Rouble 
(President)  

Business Coach - Focal Point - 905-928-
7869 

Sandy Stevenson (Vice 
President)  

Promotional Products - The Corporate 
Clothier - 905-761-9840 

Barb Podger 
(Sectretary/Treasurer)  

Mortgage Broker - Verico905-339-
8697 

  
Al Wright (Visitor 
Host)  

Home Inspections - Affordable Canadian 
Home Inspections - 905-730-9300 

Aubrey Boothman 
(Visitor Host)  

Handyman-Aub Jobs - 905-741-5627 

David Bradley 
Investment Brokerage - Edward Jones - 905-

628-0030 

Elaine Saunders- Life/Group Insurance - Tripemco Financial 

generally applies to surfaces below grade. 

Decay: Disintegration of wood or other substance through the action of 
fungi. 

Distortion: Alteration of viewed images caused by variations in glass 
flatness or in homogeneous portions within the glass. An inherent 
characteristic of heat-treated glass. 

Drippage: Bitumen material that drips through roof deck joints, or over the 
edge of a roof deck. 

Dry Rot: See Fungal Wood Rot. 

Feathering Strips: Tapered wood filler strips placed along the butt edges 
of old wood shingles to create a level surface when re-roofing over existing 
wood shingle roofs. Also called "horse feathers." 

Fungal Wood Rot: A common wood destroying organism which develops 
when wood containing material is exposed to moisture and poor air 
circulation for a long (6 months +) period of time. Often and incorrectly 
referred to as dry rot. 

Fungi (Wood): Microscopic plants that live in damp wood and cause mold, 
stain, and decay. 

Incompatibility: Descriptive of two or more materials which are not 
suitable to be used together. 

Lead Based Paint: Lead is a highly toxic metal that was used for many 
years in products found in and around our homes. Lead may cause a range 
of health effects, from behavioral problems and learning disabilities, to 
seizures and death. Children 6 years old and under are most at risk, because 
their bodies are growing quickly.  

Migration: Spreading or creeping of a constituent of a compound onto/into 
adjacent surfaces. See bleeding. 

Mud Cracks: Cracks developing from the normal shrinkage of an emulsion 
coating when applied too heavily. 

Mushroom: An unacceptable occurrence when the top of a caisson 
concrete pier spreads out and hardens to become wider than the foundation 
wall thickness. 

Photo-Oxidation: Oxidation caused by rays of the sun. 

Ponding: A condition where water stands on a roof for prolonged periods 
due to poor drainage and/or deflection of the deck. 
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Area Networking Organizations 
>Hamilton Chamber of Commerce 
http://hamiltonchamber.on.ca (Member) 
>BNI - Business Network International - RBG 
Professionals 
http://www.bnicanada.ca (Member) 
>Burlington Like Minded Business Networkers 
>Hamilton Business Strategies and Networking Group 
>Networking Edge 
http://www.linkedin.com (Member) 
>Linked In 
 

Other Networking Solutions: 
-Blogging / Discussion Forms - Activerain (Member) 
-Online Business and Social Networks - Linked in 
(Member) 
-Instant Messaging - MSN / Skype (Member) 
 
   
To Unsubscribe, send an email to the above address 
with the words Remove in the subject line. 
 

Elaine Saunders-
Boothman 

Life/Group Insurance - Tripemco Financial 
Services - 905-730-7224 

Michael Ricottone 
Realtor-Sellect J. Michael Real Estate Ltd. - 

905-719-6828 

Thomas Forde 
Home Improvements - Cutt Above Home 

Improvements - 905-512-2925 

Wayne Massey   
Accounting/Tax services-Comprehensive 

Business Services - 905-388-2566 

due to poor drainage and/or deflection of the deck. 

Pop-Out: See Stucco Pop-Out. 

Radon: A naturally-occurring, radioactive gas which is heavier than air and 
is common in many parts of the country. Radon gas exposure is associated 
with lung cancer. Mitigation measures may involve crawl space and 
basement venting and various forms of vapor barriers. 

Scrap Out: The removal of all drywall material and debris after the home is 
"hung out" (installed) with drywall. 

Seasoning: Removing moisture from green wood in order to improve its 
serviceability. 

Settlement: Shifts in a structure, usually caused by freeze-thaw cycles 
underground. 

Sludge: Term for the waste material found in sump pump pits, septic 
systems and gutters. 

Spalling: The chipping or flaking of concrete, bricks, or other masonry 
where improper drainage or venting and freeze/thaw cycling exists. 

Splitting: The formation of long cracks completely through a membrane. 
Splits are frequently associated with lack of allowance for expansion 
stresses. They can also be a result of deck deflection or change in deck 
direction. 

Ultraviolet Degradation: A reduction in certain performance limits caused 
by exposure to ultraviolet light. 

UV Rays: Ultraviolet rays from the sun. 

Veining: In roofing, the characteristic lines or "stretch marks" which 
develop during the aging process of soft bitumen’s. 

Warping: Any distortion in a material. 

Water Vapor: Moisture existing as a gas in air. 

 
Courtesy of: Affordable Home Inspections          905-730-9300       

 www.affordablehomeinspections.ca 
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The Affordable Advantage is solely owned and distributed by Affordable Home Inspections. This eNewsletter is absolutely free to be distributed to all. The 

information contained in this newsletter is provided solely for informational and/or educational purposes. Most information is from my own experiences 

and research. There are at times, some third party sources which have been freely allowed to be copied to the public and distributed. Affordable Home 

Inspections disclaim any and all liability associated with the use and/or provision of this information.  Reliance upon the information or advice is at the risk 

of the relying party. The information contained herein may be changed from time to time without notification and there may be occasions when 

referenced Internet sites are no longer present or current. 
 

Southern Ontario's Home Inspection Choice - Home Inspections in: Hamilton, Ancaster, Binbrook, Beamsville
Brantford, Burlington, Caledonia, Cambridge, Carlisle, Cayuga, Dundas, Dunnville, Flamborough, Glanbrook, Guelph, Hagersville, 
Kitchener, Lincoln, Milton, Oakville, Smithville, Stoney Creek, Waterdown, Winona and surrounding areas 
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